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REAL SURVIVOR EXPERIENCES
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VERBATIM COMMENTS FROM SEX 
BUYERS
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Exploitation: 
Rooted in 
Oppression

Exploitation is deeply embedded 
in gaining power and control over 

another person. It stems from 
slavery and colonization. It does 

not require that someone 
physically forces, abuses, or 

restrains someone else. When one 
is not in a position to give consent 
and it doesn’t matter whether or 

not you’re receiving payment 
when there is a major power 

imbalance.
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Washington: The First State to Criminalize 
Human Trafficking

Washington was the first State to enact a criminal Human Trafficking statute 
modeled on the Federal crime of Human Trafficking (2003)

Safe Harbor Laws - Protects minors from being prosecuted for prostitution 
(2020)

Vacating Convictions - Allows survivors to clear records tied to trafficking 
(RCW 9.94A.640)

Affirmative Defense Prosecution for Prostitution - that the actor 
committed the offense as a result of trafficking (RCW 9A.88.040) (2012)

Survivors FIRST – a KCPAO program that declines to file charges against 
victims of trafficking, facing criminal charges—refers culturally responsive, 
trauma-informed services.
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Disproportionate 
Impact of Human 

Trafficking on 
BIPOC Girls and 

Women

• Of the more than 10,000 cases reported to 
the National Human Trafficking Hotline, 
nearly 40% were Black women and girls—
the highest of any racial group. (

- Rights4girls – Child Sex Trafficking & Black Girls

• According to the National Criminal Justice 
Training Center, 40% of sex trafficking 
victims in the United States identified as 
Native American, despite being only 3% of 
the population.

- Rights4girls - Sexual Violence Among Native Women & Girls

• In Seattle, 94% of Native women were 
forced or coerced into sex in their lifetimes. 

- Rights4girls - Sexual Violence Among Native Women & Girls)

10



Adultification of Black Girls in the Sex Trade

Adultification - form of intersectional bias against Black girls that perceives them as 
older and less innocent than their white peers. 

Stereotypes attributed to Black women are projected onto Black girls, leading to their 
hyper sexualization and the perception that Black girls exercise more agency when 
engaging in the commercial sex trade even when they are too young to consent. 

On average, only 30% of Black youth are characterized as victims compared to 66% 
of their white counterparts. 
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Rights4girls – Child Sex Trafficking and Black Girls



R.I.S.E. Report - Impacts of the Commercial Sex Industry on 
Black/African American Communities in Washington

• Data from the National Human Trafficking Hotline shows that 
among sex trafficking victims in Washington who reported their 
age of entry into exploitation, 89% reported that they were 
children when first exploited. 

• Nearly all participants exploited by a third party reported 
multiple, concurrent vulnerabilities, ranging from the need for 
shelter, food, and clothing to gaining access to controlled 
substances or previously unattainable items, and fulfilling 
emotional needs such as love, family, and belonging. 
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R.I.S.E. Report Cont. 
• Most survivors spoke at length about the normalization of 

sex work in their childhood homes and in their surrounding 
communities. These survivors primarily talked about their 
mothers’ and other female role models’ involvement in the 
commercial sex industry, and to a lesser extent, their 
fathers and male role models as pimps. 

• “Almost all of the children that I've served have been 
recruited or solicited online almost exclusively - like I can 
think of in the last year every single one has been an online 
solicitation.” – Statement from a study participant speaking to the frequency of online solicitation
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It Starts Here: The Hidden Recruitment 
Zones to Trafficking

• Strip clubs 
• Aurora Avenue 
• Job offers
• At home 
• Shelters
• Foster care
• Streets
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• Social media
• Transportation hubs
• Prostitution-related websites
• Track/Circuit
• Victim Service Facilities
• Shopping Malls
• Schools
• Anywhere
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Control and  
Manipulation: 

Tactics
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• Isolation
• Drugs
• Love and affection
• Providing and withholding
• Keeping them off balance
• Threats
• Fear
• Violence
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The Demand Driving 
Trafficking: 
Sex Buyer 

Demographics
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• In King County between 2014-2023 71% 
of men charged with attempting to buy sex 
from minors were white males. 

- KCPAO CSEC Data 

• Buyers are found across all income 
groups; however, currently active, high 
frequency buyers are much more likely 
than other men to make $100,000 or more 
annually

- Who Buys Sex? Understanding and  Disrupting Illicit Market 
Demand



Dehumanized and 
Disposable: The 

Cruel Perceptions 
Fueling Human 

Trafficking 

A review of posts on a sex buying chat room 
found that the majority of the posts expressed 
contempt for prostituted women and girls, 
often referring to them as “meat” or 
“merchandise.”

Buyers in online chat rooms in Illinois admitted 
to being violent or aggressive to women in 
prostitution; recognize the harm they and 
pimps/traffickers do to women but continue to 
buy sex despite the harm; recognize the 
extreme youth of some prostituted women but 
are not deterred from buying (raping) children.

- WWE Get The Facts 
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Johns Aren’t Gentlemen: The Violent Truths 
About Sex Buyers 

• One study found that:
• 43% of men believed that if men pay for sex, the women 

should do anything they ask.
• 75% of men have seen women with a pimp.
• 40% of men knowingly bought a woman in prostitution 

who was under pimp/trafficker control.
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- WWE Get the Facts



Johns Aren’t Gentlemen: The Violent Truths About 
Sex Buyers cont.

• 21% of women in escort services stated they had forced sex more than 10 times, 
virtually the same percentage for women in the streets and in their own private 
homes.                                                                     - WWE Get the Facts

• One woman reported that the following objects had been shoved into her body, 
‘fruit, broomstick, a ferret, perfume bottle, nightsticks, nunchucks, a sex toy with 
tape on it, and a hand with bracelets still on.’

- Torture and Its Sequelae Among Prostituted Women in the United States

• Research done in Chicago found that moving prostitution indoors does not make 
prostitution “safe.” The severity of violence in indoor venues in this study was 
high, and in some types of violence even higher than for street prostitution. 

- WWE Get the Facts
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Dehumanized and 
Disposable: Sex 

Buyers Own Words 

“Once with a petite little spinner abt 40 
who told be [sic] no bj [blowjob], but 
then I simply insisted firmly ‘yes. You 

suck.’ and I grabbed her head and she 
didn’t resist. That was one of the wildest 

mp [massage parlor] experiences I’ve 
had because I completely face fucked 

her to where she puked on the floor 
twice and would clean it up then come 
back to me where I would fuck her face 

silly again. I even had her licking my 
asshole that time…I think I gave her 

.80.”
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WWE Get the Facts
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The Cost of Exploitation: Health Impacts 
on Victims

According to a Colorado medical study examining two decades of 
evidence, the mortality rate of women in prostitution is 200 times the rate 
of the general population. 

- Mortality in a Long-term Open Cohort of Prostitute Women 
(2004)
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Individuals engaged in prostitution suffer from PTSD at 53% 
compared to a 51% prevalence of PTSD among combat 
veterans.

- Torture and its sequelae among prostituted women in the United States
by Melissa Farley & M. Alexis Kennedy



The Cost of Exploitation: Health Impacts 
on Victims cont.

Women also face exposure to STDs, HIV, and 
difficulties in access to treatment. Coercion into 

abortions, sterilization, or forced pregnancy. They 
may also suffer from pelvic floor degradation, 
urinary tract infection, bladder inflammation, 

fecal incontinence, infertility, cervical cancer, oral 
illnesses, or sleep disorders.
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Voices of Survival 
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“When a pimp says he’s going to torture you, 
what I’ve seen is girls in dog cages, girls 

being waterboarded, stripped down naked 
and put in the rain and cold out-side and 
having to stand there all night, and if you 

move, you’ll get beaten. I’ve seen girls get hit 
by cars and stunned with stun guns…I’ve 

seen girls burned and strangled…If you want 
to use the restroom, you have to ask. If you 

want to eat, you ask, and if you don’t get 
permission, you just don’t do it. It’s more 

than physical domination. It’s emotional and 
mental, and that’s the domination that tends 

to linger.” 

Torture and Its Sequelae Among Prostituted Women 
in the United States



Voices of Survival
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“A week into the job, I started vaginal bleeding, probably due to 
overworking my body, so I informed her, saying I couldn’t continue. 

But, she pressed me to keep working with cotton pads packed in the 
vagina during intercourse, saying that customers wouldn’t notice. So I 

repeated every hour the process of packing in and removing the 
bloody cotton pads from my vagina so as to hide the bleeding from 

customers per her instruction.”

- Survivor From Bellevue PD Case










