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SEATTLE FIRE DEPARTMENT

M E M O R A N D U M
No.  75-22


June 13, 2022

FR:	Fire Chief Harold D. Scoggins [image: ]

TO:	The Fire Department

RE:	UNITS UNSTAFFED

The Seattle Fire Department will no longer use the term “brown out” when describing department apparatus that aren’t in service. Instead, the department is using the term “units unstaffed”. 

Please ensure that any formal or informal communications going forward, whether in department emails, memos, etc., uses “units unstaffed” to refer to engine, trucks, aid cars, medic units, etc., that are unavailable due to staffing.
 
Concerns were raised that the term “brown out” has negative connotations for communities of color. This change has been made to reaffirm SFD’s commitment and mission to serve all communities with dignity and respect. 

This Memorandum may be destroyed December 31, 2022.
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