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28 October 2019 

RE: Did Councilmember Bagshaw Violate RCW 42.17A.555? 

Dear Seattle Ethics and Election Commission; 

 It came to my attention today that Councilmember Sally Bagshaw 

violated RCW 42.17A.555 by making comments about her employee 

Dan Strauss’ bid to run for City Council.  These comments also raise 

questions about whether or not Dan Strauss is using his City Council 

office to cheat my friend Heidi Wills out of a fair competition. 

 Namely at the 28 October 2019 Seattle City Council Briefing, 

Councilmember Bagshaw said with an interruption by Council President 

Bruce Harrell, and I quote from https://youtu.be/t5VURg9kVe8?t=809 at 

13:29 in the YouTube, 

BAGSHAW: “I, like you [Councilmember Gonzalez], have been so 

frustrated by what I’ve seen with this super money that has come 

in with our super PACs and one of our local corporations recently.  

Over the weekend with talking with folks and last week, and what 

I am hearing over and over again from people I consider sort of 

normal involved city not into politics every day like we are. 

“We are going to vote for whoever ‘The Big A’ is not 

recommending and not putting money in just because we’re so 

mad.  We would rather vote against .  I just want to acknowledge. 

“I also think it is so friggin unfair with those who are running for 

office this time and who have pledged to use the democracy 

vouchers.  

“If I can be so bold to say that um, Dan Strauss in my office has 

been playing by every rule.  He truly is the Boy Scout who just plays 

everything straight and he’s raised a goodly amount of money.” 

https://youtu.be/t5VURg9kVe8?t=811
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HARRELL: “I would just caution us that during our public session 

that let’s [colloquy]…  It’s dangerous to talk about. 

BAGSHAW: “There is an individual who is running for office and 

what strikes me as ridiculously unfair is this particular individual 

who has raised a reasonable amount of money, um, now has had 

$800,000 dollars dropped against him in the last two weeks.  I just 

think that people need to understand that when we’re trying to do 

something – and Councilmember Gonzalez thank you for taking 

this up – I just find that as unreasonable and unfair as any situation 

that I’ve seen and that’s happening across the board with all of our 

colleagues. I’m frustrated to the max.” 

100% legit concerns about campaign finance aside, uh this is kinda illegal 

using Seattle Channel to push Dan Strauss’ message, eh?  You think? 

 Had Councilmember Bagshaw stuck to pronouns in her last 

comments, I would 100% not have written you today.  The use of the 

SEEC for “gotcha politics” is sad.  Again, I am a big supporter of a 

candidate for Seattle Council and I feel the Amazonian moneybomb has 

become a distraction from our positive messages on public transit and 

public safety and also hindering us in holding Tim Eyman to account.  I 

also share Councilmember Herbold’s concerns about an “uneven playing 

field” shared later in the meeting both with the moneybomb and abuse 

of Seattle Channel. 

 So I call upon your office to please remind ALL Councilmembers 

and staffs of the need for fair play with public resources and the Strauss 

Campaign to demand this misbehavior cease and desist of all supporters.  

The last I checked the Seattle Channel was a public access channel and 

neither the Amazon Channel nor the Bagshaw-Strauss Channel.  
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Someone has to say, “KNOCK IT OFF” before the other side in this 

world of “bothsidesism”1 wades on in here.  I don’t want to see that, ok? 

 Basically I am asking for some emergency clarity: No, you don’t get 

to use Seattle Channel or City Council Resources to wham your staffer’s 

campaign ad down our throats when we want to watch you, the citizen’s 

representatives, do our business.  Going to pronouns is too late to cure 

the damage done; it’s already been tweeted about by SCC Insight2. 

 Furthermore, while we’re on the subject of using Seattle Channel for 

campaign purposes it is also my understanding supporting the Wills 

Campaign that the Seattle Channel at the District 6 debate they held on 

their Inside/Out program instructed Heidi Wills to refrain from 

campaigning against I-976 while there.  Why?  Maybe because that valiant 

campaign has turned Heidi Wills from a comeback kid to a white knight 

riding on in to give hope to all who depend on public transportation.  If 

so, this clearly shows an awareness by some to refrain from using public 

resources to campaign or bias.  If this interpretation was incorrect, the 

Seattle Channel should allow both – yes, both – candidates 30 to 60 

seconds their thoughts on an enormous initiative that is a dramatic 

change agent to the regional transit network.  Especially as there is some 

mystique around Dan Strauss’ position on 976 versus the sweetly 

courageous response of his opponent Heidi Wills at every opportunity 

fighting this initiative as if she was the Jessyn Farrell in this race licking her 

chops to fight Tim Eyman, or just wanting to be the next Everett Mayor 

Cassie Franklin to stand up on TVW for those who believe in public 

transportation.  Needless to say, I got to be Facebook “friends” with Tim 

Eyman for one weekend to troll his arse like I’m Mr. Jessyn Farrell until I 

 
1 The Urban Dictionary has a pretty good definition of bothsidesism:  

When a person tries to make you believe that both sides are equally responsible for 
something even though one is really, clearly, at fault. 

Trump's bothsidesism about the alt-right and alt-left is ridiculous. 
2 SOURCE: https://twitter.com/SCC_Insight/status/1188861654995357698 

https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=both%20sides
https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=responsible
https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=fault
https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Trump%27s
https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=alt-right
https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=alt-left
https://twitter.com/SCC_Insight/status/1188861654995357698
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won a block.  Yes, I believe there should be a conga line of Jessyn Farrells 

and Mr. Jessyn Farrells to stand up to Tim Eyman who is at least 1,001 

times worse than Jeff Bezos before he guts paratransit, special transit 

upgrades Seattleites went to the ballot box for, our state ferry system 

and road repair – regardless of who you think ought to represent the 

studs of Ballard!  So if Sally Bagshaw can air kiss Dan Strauss for a broken 

status quo; maybe the next Tim Eyman initiative can we just make Jessyn 

Farrell Executive Producer of the Seattle Channel?  Because that is 

literally the road we are heading down…  

 One last thing I want to be crystalline clear: Since I would be 

screaming at full volume if Alex Tsimerman used any public comment dais 

for his campaigns for elected office as I historically did to the State PDC 

about Tsimerman’s abuses you bet I have to now.  Because there are just 

too many who won’t police Tsimerman unless some of us are up to the 

task to “Fight Like A Lorena” and fight to the end to stop a bully who is 

ruining public comment for the rest of us.  I just hope and pray I never 

become a hypocrite and that I’m perceived as wanting a fair, level playing 

field for all candidates – including the candidate in D6 who thankfully 

stood up to the NRA while the other my hero stands up to Tim Eyman! 

Very thoughtfully yours; 

 

Joe A. Kunzler 

growlernoise@gmail.com 

mailto:growlernoise@gmail.com

